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UM TEACHER-EDUCATION PROGRAM DRAWS 
STATE, NATIONAL PROGRAM RECOGNITION
MISSOULA ~
University of Montana - Missoula officials recently learned that UM has the only nationally 
recognized programs in Montana in several areas ol teacher-education, said Audrey Peterson, chair 
of UM’s Department of Curriculum and Instruction.
UM has the state’s only nationally recognized programs in the areas of English/language arts 
education, science education (including majors in biology, chemistry, earth science and physics), 
social studies education (including majors in economics, geography, history, political science and 
sociology) and school psychology, Peterson said. The nationally recognized programs are listed in 
"Teacher Preparation: A Guide to Colleges and Universities, 1994-95," a new publication from the 
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). The publication was 
distributed this fall to all NCATE-accredited colleges and universities, as well as to counselors in 
the nation’s 3,000 largest high schools.
Other good news for UM’s School of Education came this fall when the Montana Board of 
Education awarded full approval of all standards reviewed for the University’s teacher education 
programs, Peterson said. The award was based on the recommendation of Janet Thomson, director 
of curriculum and research for Great Falls Public Schools and chair of the interim review team that 
visited UM to examine curriculum and policies in basic and advanced teacher education programs.
In addition to preparing the documentation necessary to demonstrate compliance with
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Montana curriculum standards, faculty in several UM programs voluntarily prepared extra 
documentation for national review, Peterson said. To achieve national professional recognition, 
program areas must meet curriculum standards set by the national professional associations that 
maintain and monitor national standards of excellence in their academic fields.
A review team from NCATE is scheduled to visit UM’s Missoula campus in April as pan 
of the organization's regular re-accreditation cycle. The Montana Board ot Education will also 
send a full review team back to the Missoula campus at that time to conduct a joint review with 
NCATE and coordinate the schedules for state and national five-year reviews.
State and national accreditation and national recognition for teacher education programs 
assure students and school districts of a standard measure of quality, Peterson said. Graduates ot 
NCATE-accredited programs are prepared to compete for jobs and be eligible tor licensure on a 
national basis.
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Contacts: Audrey Peterson, (406) 243-5262; Janet Thomson, (406) 791-2300; and Donald 
Freshour, director of teacher education and certification for the Montana Office of Public 
Instruction, (406) 444-2577.
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